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There was, as previously mentioned, we cuitivation of ergct in Rumania. In
reality the country was not scientifically geared to rreoduce for medicinal 50X 1
rurpcses the amounts whick wers collected by =ollectors funetioning within

the country. in all of Rumenis there were perbaps mo more then

two pharmsciste whe mede extracits from ergot. One sueh pharmacist produced
ergot extracts in the town of Tazoj. ﬁtbe other pharmecist wos 50%1

located in Bucharest, These pharmaclsts made all ergot preparations commercisi-
1y bandled by Rumarian drug concerns. The process which these two men used 50X 1
was & fairly simple ome and is well known everywhere,
Hurgary in 1548 and 1949 a number of experiments
were being conducted. These experiments were 211 attempts to cultivete ergot.
The egperiments took place &t the University of Budapest » 8t the University
House of Natural Sciences im +the Museum Kbrut . Since Soviet influence was
Considerable at that time, the research and experiments were conducted in
secrecy. This wss not unvensi Lecuuse every phase of scientific inw shigh-
tien {no matier howinnceuous) wes performed ir satrecy.

Professor Meleg Japos was cnme of the lesders of the aforementioned experiments,
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_ ‘several experiments had been suc- 50%1
‘ cessfully completed in various rye fields of Hunearv. [ 50x1
} | 50x1
3. Growth of Ergot in Rumsnia
&. The environmental comditions which sre conducive to the development and
growth of the disease (ergot) depend to & great extent upon humidity.
"Hevertheless, ergot is generally found throughout all the rye growing
areas of the country. The major yielding areas s however, are:
(1) salaj. This is one of the major ergot producers of the country. 7 50X 1
‘ in any good reiny season |collected five T
thousand kilograms.
(2) Lugoj - Sibu. Although this ares vas capable of ylelding two 201
thousand pounds never collected over 500 kilograms.
» — -
(3) Beius. This region produced on & basis comparable to L¢ :;-3
A
One Hungarian or Rumsnian acre {5755 square meters) was capable of
¥yielding from 90 to 130 kilograms of ergot. B
4, Technigues of Inoculation
‘ ' 50%1
8. Rumania is undeveloped in the imoculation of ergok. ‘
‘ 50%1
; ] : : 50%X1
b. \ \usad both the insect and machine method. The

Insect method can be referred to as the sugar-water method.. In other words,
sweetened waler was placed in vats emong rye growths. The water had been
previously infected with clavicep purporea {ergot); consequently, when the
insects bad made contaet with the infected sweetened water they were able

to carry this infection from the water to the rye plants. Through insect H0x1
infectation two or thres points on éach grain were infected 50X1
by the in'sectt_fts—effa—wlcemper&ture of the 1iquid[  Jused for the 50x1

above varied from minus to plus five degrees centigrade,
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5. Collection and Storage

&. BRaw ergot is collected at the time when rye is threshed. No special methods
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or techniques were employed as late as 1949, TDuring the process of threshing

rye the seeds or kernels, of course, drop through a scieen; however, the

ergot remains on the screen itself. Im most cases the ergot was removed by 50X1

bhand, but in several of the more modern areas it was removed by a blowing

apparatus. | |instructions to collectors. were very simple. [ | 50X1
keep the ergot dry, free from dirt ; and to deliver the ergot as

Quickly as it was collected. The latter advice was premised upor the fact  50X1

that since ergot has an extremely high protein content ‘it beccmes wormy in

Periods rénging from 10 days to two weeks,

50X1

lergot: growvn in 0%l
Rumania was used domestically. | 1 ‘ 50X1
dry, cool places. It was never stored directly m the floor but at mid-height
in storage rooms, [ ] collectors always considered ergot a "fast 5oy
desl item". In other words - collect it and sell it as quickly as possible.
Since its use in Rumania was confined to pharmaceutical needs, ergot was
never fully exploited.

- end -
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